[The patient with factitious disorder as active sufferer and passive power: a linguistic analysis of self presentation by a patient in therapeutic interaction].
The self-presentations of a patient suffering from factitious disease are investigated. The data are transcriptions of audiotaped therapeutic interactions. By use of linguistic methods it is shown that the patient presents herself as a suffering victim and at the time as a powerful agent. The empirical result relates very well to a psychoanalytic explanation of the disease. Based also on empirical indications from the data we are thus assuming that our result can be generalized. This would mean the patients suffering from factitious disease can be typically characterized by the tensions resulting from self-images which normally are mutually exclusive. Psychogenetic explanations of the disease therefore should not only concentrate on the patient's role of a suffering victim (e.g.: the desire of hospitalization).